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A letter from Dr Janet Wisely, Director of NRES
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wellbeing of research

helpc

www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk

A letter from Professor Dame Sally C. Davies

vebsite www.npsa.nhs.uk
Useful links

h the ‘About NRES' 0 here: sectors of indi
www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/aboutus ey 1 Useful acronyms

Look let e

www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/news-and-publications/publications/communi

Find out about R here:

Appointing Authority for Phase 1 Ethics Committees
www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/news-and-publications/publications/recs-in-th

The Association of Research Ethics
the NRES Annual P
www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/news-and-publications/publications/general-

National Patient Safety Agency

National Research Ethics Service

the 'NIHR family’. NRES has ) i
t for purpose. It fulfi S 7 Induction guide for new members

Social Care Institute for Excellence
Strategic Health Authority



The National Clinical Assessment Service (NCAS)
works with health organisations and individual practitioners

National Reporting and Learning where there is a concern about the performance of a dentist, National Patient Safety Agency
doctor or pharmacist.
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Assessors’ Newsletter
The latest news from NCAS.
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HOSPITAL PHARMACY AND NCAS - A UNIQUE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

What is the role of NCAS?

The National Clinical / sment Service (NCAS)

has been supporting healthcare organisations and
titioners since 2001, ng resolve concerns

about the performance of doctors and dentists.

Our remit has now been extended to pharmacists

What is a hospital pharmacy reference
assessment?

NCAS is developing an assessment service for
hospital pharmacy. As part ¢ S W ild
like to test our methods through a number
reference assessmer

y seeking hospital pharmaci
in ref
assessments scheduled to
take place in summer and
autumn 2010

What will this involve?

With the support of your
em ment w

seen by you

Direct observation of

A case-based as:

reasoning and de:
individual patients)

A brief structured in
practice and professional df

eparation for the assess t, we ask you and
your employer to provide information on the scope
and nature of your practi sessment
begins we will seek back from a selection of your
colleagues and, where appropriate, your patients

Summer 2010

1 with a
report that brings together the
ment findings and any recommendations for
elopment, which you may
v y mployer. NCAS can also
upport you in implementing the recommendations
through our action planning se

What will you need to do?
The reference assessment

days. You only need to b
dutie

take place over three
sed from your work

questionnaires and take
part in a behavioural
interview. This would take
an additional day.

What are the benefits of
participating?

is a valuable learni

support and inform your professional development,
with constructive feedback on your pharmacy
practice and how you can further develop

p

reference assessments has shy

experience useful and rewardin

How do you find out more?

To find out more, please contact Paul Nevin,
Project Support Manager, on 020 7062 1657 or
paul.nevin@ncas.npsa.nhs.uk

You can find o

more about the work of NCAS on
our website: www.ncas.n k




Nasogastric tubes:

INHS

National Patient Safety Agency

X-ray interpretation aid

Clinical briefing for maternity service managers INHS|

Retained swabs after
vaginal birth and perineal
suturing can lead to harm

Is there a risk that swabs
could be left behind
after vaginal births or
perineal suturing in my
organisation?

Do sterile delivery and perineal
suture packs contain x-ray
detectable swabs?

Is everyone in my organisation
aware of the policy for counting
swabs before and after birth or

suturing?

Has an audit of swab counting
practices been done in my
organisation?

Are midwives and obstetricians
in my organisation aware
of their responsibility for

documentation of the
completed swab count?

www.afpp.org.uk

National Patient Safety Agency

Risk assess sterile delivery packs

and use x-ray detectable swabs

in vaginal delivery and perineal
suturing packs

Provide education and
training about the swab count
procedure and ensure written

procedures are in place for
swab counts adapted from
AfPP guidelines*

To demonstrate that all staff are
aware of their responsibilities
for counting and documenting
swab counts

If a second person is involved
in the count, they may be a
maternity support worker, but
it is the midwife/obstetrician’s
responsibility to sign off the
completed swab count

To confirm gastric position of the
nasogastric tube, ask:

Does the tube path follow the oesophagus/
avoid the contours of the bronchi?

Does the tube clearly bisect the carina or the
bronchi?

Does it cross the diaphragm in the midline?
Is the tip clearly visible below the left hemi-

diaphragm?

Proceed to feed only if all criteria are met.
If in any doubt repeat x-ray or call for senior help.

Below are two examples where the nasogastric tube has been incorrectly identified as being in the stomach:

© National Patient Safety Agency 2010. Copyright and other intellectual property rights in this material belong to the NPSA and all rights
are reserved. The NPSA authorises UK material for

1229 May 2010

www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/alerts

Radiograph 1 shows the tip of the nasogastric tube
above the diaphragm and on the right-hand side
of the thorax. The presence of ECG leads make
interepretation of the radiograph more difficult.

Radiograph 2 shows the tip of the nasogastric tube
apparently below the left hemidiaphragm but the
tube clearly follows the contours of the left bronchus.
In fact, the tube is positioned in the left lower lobe of
the lung.




National Patient
The NPSA is hosting its first Safety Agency
Wellbeing at Work day.

The aim is to increase your ‘ ‘
understanding about health and
wellbeing.

Register for workshops and sessions

Throughout the day there will be a
number of workshops and sessions on 000
health and wellbeing. To register for a

session, visit the Wellbeing at Work page . /
on the intranet. If you are unable to &6‘6 W:
attend, sessions with a @ symbol will also WELLBEING AT WORK DAY

b ilable by webinar.
e available by webinar. Maple Street
‘ ‘ 5 March 2010

10:00-16:30

Lunch exhibition
Between 12.00-14.00 there will be
information about health and wellbeing in

the foyer. Drop by to gather some
information, no registration required.
Lunch will be provided.

.
w;. For further enquiries, contact HR or
5‘- 1 visit the HR section on the intranet.
it f

11:00-11:30 Relaxation techniques

hn

12:00-14:00 LUNCH EXHIBITION

14:30-15:15 The importance of physical 5 Sensible drinking

activity v to enjoy ol 1 rately whilst

15:05 Managing sickness absence
fel i by F I f

15:30-16:00 Relaxation techniques
hnic

To register for a workshop or session, visit the Wellbeing at Work page on the intranet
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1. Consultant Oncologist (Dr Max Wise)
2. General Dental Practitioner (Dr John Rodger)
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z NCAS TRAINING DVD
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?l:Sd.h(ne'rl tained on this DVD are fc I infc it ly and de t constitute medical 3

e materils contained on this DVD are for genera nformation purposes only and do not constitute medical

or other professional advice. This DVD is intended for use by anyone o AbO ut NRES

interested in the health of healthcare professionals or the work of the National Clinical o - . - . .

Risosment senice NCAS) 9 D t beh short version with menu
= ISruptive oenaviour ( )

This DVD is supplied in good faith and NCAS cannot be held liable to any practitioner or any other person for E

any loss, damage, costs, expenses or liability whatsoever or howsoever caused and whether arising directly <

or indirectly in connection with this DVD, its possession, use support or otherwise and all express and implied [=2 . _ o

waranties or conditions not tated in this Disclaimer are excluded in so far as is permitted under law. H 1. Consultant Oncologist (Dr Max Wise)

NCAS uses reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of the DVD but makes no @ 2. General Dental Practitioner (DV John ROdge”

representations, warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any of the con- g

tent contained in the DVD. ]
<

Protection 6

Al NCAS work is conducted in the strictest confidence and in compliance with the rights and principles of c

£

the Data Protection Act 1998

0943 April 2009

This DVD provides information on our work to help improve the health
and wealth of the nation through research

pyright
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